Post-Graduate Academic Regulations
Assam Agricultural University follows a semester-based academic system for its Post-Graduate Degree Programmes under the Regulations on Academic Matters of Assam Agricultural University, 2022 (Amended). The amended regulations and accompanying Academic Guidelines were approved by the Academic Council and are applicable from the Academic Session 2022–23. They govern students seeking admission to and admitted in the University and supersede the earlier PG regulations. 
Academic Structure
The academic year ordinarily extends from August to July and consists of two semesters. A semester comprises a minimum of 110 working days, including 95 instructional days and 15 examination days. The academic calendar covers registration, advisement, commencement of instruction, examinations, holidays and other academic and co-curricular activities. 
Post-graduate programmes are structured around major, minor and supporting disciplines, together with common, optional, prerequisite, deficiency, elective and bridge courses wherever applicable. Students whose major or minor discipline is other than Statistics are required to complete the prescribed supporting coursework in Statistics. Students entering from non-agricultural backgrounds may also be required to undertake bridge courses as determined by the concerned academic bodies. 
Degree Programmes and Duration
The Regulations cover Master's and Ph.D. programmes offered by the different Faculties of the University. The normal minimum and maximum residential requirements are:
	Programme
	Minimum Residence
	Maximum Residence

	Master's Degree
	4 semesters
	10 semesters

	Ph.D. Degree
	6 semesters
	14 semesters


Failure to complete the degree within the prescribed maximum period normally results in cancellation of admission. Specific provisions apply to research personnel, in-service candidates and students from non-agricultural backgrounds. 
Admission
Admission notifications are issued by the Registrar and published on the University website. Candidates are required to apply online and selection is ordinarily made strictly on merit in accordance with the prevailing regulations and the Information Bulletin.
The University offers post-graduate programmes including M.Sc. (Agri.), M.V.Sc., M.Sc. (Community Science), M.Sc. (Agri.) in Sericulture, MBA (Agri Business), M.F.Sc., M.Sc. in Agricultural Biotechnology, M.Tech (Food Processing Technology) and various Ph.D. programmes. Eligibility requirements differ according to the programme and are prescribed in the Information Bulletin issued for each admission session. 
In-service candidates are required to submit the prescribed release order or No Objection Certificate. Admission to specified biotechnology programmes may be based on national-level examinations such as GAT-B. International students are facilitated through the University's International Students Advisory Cell. 
Students' Advisory Committee and Major Adviser
Every post-graduate student works under the guidance of a Major Adviser and a Students' Advisory Committee (SAC) comprising faculty members from relevant major, minor and supporting disciplines. The Major Adviser guides the student in coursework and research, assists in preparation of the research synopsis and Programme of Work, monitors progress and coordinates thesis-related academic requirements. 
The SAC reviews the student's academic and research progress and normally meets at least once every semester.
Programme of Work and Course Registration
Each student is required to prepare a comprehensive Post-Graduate Programme of Work (PPW) in consultation with the Major Adviser. The Programme of Work is finalized by the SAC and must ordinarily be submitted to the Director of Post-Graduate Studies through the Head of Department within 90 days of admission.
At the beginning of each semester, students register for courses and research work in consultation with their Major Adviser. Addition or withdrawal of courses may be permitted within 15 days from commencement of the semester, subject to prescribed academic workload requirements.
Course and Credit Requirements
The total credit requirement of a student is determined by the Students' Advisory Committee on the basis of the programme and academic background. The curriculum may include:
· Major/core and optional courses;
· Minor and supporting courses;
· Common courses;
· Seminars;
· Research/thesis credits;
· Elective or deficiency courses where applicable;
· Internship/project components in specified programmes; and
· Comprehensive examination requirements.
The Regulations prescribe programme-specific minimum credit requirements for Master's, MBA, Agricultural Biotechnology and Ph.D. programmes. 
Class Attendance
A student must maintain a minimum of 75% attendance separately in theory and practical components of each course. Failure to meet the attendance requirement results in a 'P' grade, and the student is not permitted to appear in the End-term/Semester Final Examination for that course. The student is required to repeat the course when it is subsequently offered.
A student remaining absent for an entire semester or academic year without approval of the competent authority may have his/her studentship cancelled. 
Examination and Evaluation
Academic performance is evaluated through prescribed examinations and continuous assessment. Depending on the programme, these may include:
· First Test;
· Mid-term Examination;
· End-term Examination;
· Semester Final Examination;
· Practical Examination;
· Make-up Examination; and
· Repeat/Grade Improvement Examination.
The Regulations and Academic Guidelines prescribe detailed procedures for setting question papers, conducting examinations, evaluation, scrutiny of answer scripts and declaration of results.
Grades are awarded on a 10-point scale. Semester performance is expressed through the Grade Point Average (GPA) and overall academic achievement through the Cumulative Grade Point Average (CGPA). 
Academic Progress and Minimum CGPA
A student must secure a minimum CGPA of 6.50 out of 10.00 to qualify for a post-graduate degree. Any 'F' or 'US' grade must also be cleared before the degree can be awarded.
Students who do not maintain the prescribed academic standard may be placed on Academic Probation and are provided opportunities for Repeat or Grade Improvement examinations in accordance with the Regulations.
For Master's programmes, a student may be awarded Distinction on securing a CGPA of 8.50 or above, provided the student has not received an 'F'/'US' grade, has not been placed under academic or conduct probation, and completes the programme within the prescribed minimum duration.
Comprehensive Oral Examination
All post-graduate students are required to successfully complete a Comprehensive Oral Examination after completing 100% of the prescribed coursework.
For Master's students, the examination is conducted internally by the Students' Advisory Committee. For Ph.D. students, a pre-comprehensive oral examination is conducted by the SAC followed by an oral comprehensive examination involving an external examiner. A satisfactory performance is awarded an 'S' grade; an unsatisfactory performance is graded 'US' and requires re-examination within the prescribed period.
Research, Thesis and Project Work
Research constitutes an integral component of the post-graduate programme. Students undertake research under the supervision of the Major Adviser and SAC and prepare a research synopsis for approval. The research findings are presented in the form of a thesis, dissertation or project report.
Students are required to present thesis/project seminars and prepare the thesis in accordance with prescribed University guidelines. Master's students submit the prescribed thesis copies, while Ph.D. students have additional publication and documentation requirements. 
The University follows its Academic Integrity and Prevention of Plagiarism Policy, 2021, aligned with applicable UGC regulations. Thesis/dissertation submissions undergo plagiarism checking before being forwarded for external evaluation.
IDEA Programme
Provision exists for eligible Master's students to opt for IDEA – Internship for Development of Entrepreneurship in Agriculture in lieu of thesis research, subject to prescribed limits, selection procedure and programme guidelines. Such students undertake approved internship/project activities and submit a project report in accordance with University requirements.
Academic Progress Reporting
Every post-graduate student is required to submit a Progress Report at the end of each semester through the Major Adviser and Head of Department to the Director of Post-Graduate Studies. The report covers progress in coursework, research and other academic requirements.
Student Discipline
The Regulations prescribe standards of student conduct within classrooms, departments, laboratories, farms, hostels, examination halls and the University campus. They also provide procedures for dealing with indiscipline, misconduct and unfair means in examinations.
Disciplinary measures may include warning, fine, conduct probation, rustication or expulsion depending upon the nature and seriousness of the offence. Use of mobile phones and other electronic devices in classrooms and examination halls is prohibited.
Scholarships and Fellowships
Eligible students may receive State Merit Scholarships, ICAR Fellowships and other financial assistance according to prescribed regulations.
For the State Merit Scholarship, the minimum academic performance prescribed is:
	Programme
	Minimum Academic Requirement

	Master's Degree
	GPA 7.50 or above

	Ph.D. – semesters involving coursework
	GPA 8.00 or above

	Ph.D. – after completion of coursework
	CGPA 8.00 or above along with satisfactory research progress



Scholarship continuation depends upon satisfactory academic progress and conduct. Students placed on academic or conduct probation are not eligible for merit scholarship during the relevant period.
Academic Guidelines
The Regulations are supplemented by detailed Academic Guidelines covering important procedures such as admission screening and selection, conduct of examinations, question-paper setting, evaluation and scrutiny, comprehensive oral examinations, selection of research topics, thesis writing and evaluation, non-acceptance of thesis, IDEA internship, merit scholarships and support for international students. These guidelines form an integral operational component of the academic regulatory framework.

Important Note
This webpage content provides a concise overview of the Regulations on Academic Matters of Assam Agricultural University, 2022 (Amended) for Post-Graduate Degree Programmes and the associated Academic Guidelines. Students, faculty members and other stakeholders should consult the complete Regulations, current Information Bulletin, Academic Calendar and subsequent notifications for detailed programme-specific provisions, procedures and amendments. In the event of any difference in interpretation, the officially notified Regulations and decisions of the competent University authorities shall prevail.


